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Tragically, mass shootings have become more common in today’s society.  In 2014, 275 mass shootings were investigated.  This number jumped by 30% in 2020.  Due to the variability in the number of victims and location (outdoor or indoor), investigations of such crimes can be challenging. Retrieving evidence from these scenes, with subsequent reconstruction must be done in a timely manner.  This project sought to simulate an outdoor mass shooting scenario and analyze retrieved evidence.  Victim and bystanders were simulated with contrasting-colored shirts on wood supports and the victim shot at close range. The shirts were then individually placed in paper evidence bags for transport to the laboratory.  Photography and microscopy were used to analyze the shirts for trace evidence, with emphasis on artificial blood spatter, gunshot residue, and fiber.  This project demonstrated the importance of simulated scenarios, such as mass-shootings, to explore variables and hopefully investigate crime scenes more efficiently.

