The Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) is a large avian predator in much of North America, known for its diverse diet and adaptability to different environments. Despite its broad distribution across North America, nest site characteristics of tree nests remain unknown due to the species being nocturnal and use of nests from other species. They are known to occupy a wide variety of nesting sites including old nests of other species, cavities in trees or on cliffs, barns, and man-made structures. This research project investigates nest site characteristics of Great Horned Owls in central and eastern Nebraska, examining tree species, nest height, and diameter breast height (dbh) measurements for the nesting tree compared to a nearby random, non-nest tree. We have not detected any significant differences in nest trees characteristics. One challenge is we do not know the species that made the original nest, and nests were found in many different environments. Thus, we need a larger sample size to describe nest site characteristics across varying habitat types. By continuing to document nest site characteristics, this research can contribute to better understanding habitat use by the population of Great Horned Owls in Nebraska. 

