Title: Development of a citizen science project to better understand nest site characteristics of Eastern Screech-Owls (Megascops asio) in south-central Nebraska
[bookmark: _Int_fqn5zR2G]Eastern Screech-Owl (Megascops asio) is a species native to Nebraska that prefers to nest in tree cavities and can be observed in areas with open understories, such as farms, suburban landscapes, and city parks. Thus, this makes the Eastern Screech-Owl a great species for developing a citizen science program to study nest site characteristics within a suburban community. Our study took place in Kearney, Nebraska where we initiated a citizen science program to request owl sightings from the public. We used social media to encourage individuals to report local sightings which allowed us to locate screech-owl nests. Once nests were located, we identified nest site characteristics. In addition to studying nest site characteristics, we also developed educational lesson plans, for use in schools and community centers, to raise awareness about screech-owls.  With assistance from local sightings and sightings reported on eBird, we identified at least three nest sites with the following characteristics: an approximate height of 3m, an entrance diameter of 7.62cm, and a preference for hackberry trees (Celtis occidentalis) in Kearney, Nebraska. Future research will use eBird to analyze historically recorded nest locations. Lesson plans will be disseminated in educational programs in Kearney and surrounding areas. By fostering community participation, we anticipate increased engagement with the public, and a better understanding of a species able to exist in both human dominated-landscapes and native habitat. Specifically, we will gain a better understanding of Eastern Screech-Owl nesting behavior in south-central Nebraska and encourage the public to learn more about a native species in Nebraska. (253 words)
