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The College of Saint Mary (CSM) Elementary Outreach program has been in effect for over 10 years. It provides hands-on activities and interactive learning in math and science topics to elementary students (grades K-6) in Omaha and surrounding areas. This service is provided by CSM students who work in groups to teach the lessons according to Nebraska state science standards. The Outreach program incorporates fun, hands-on activity to demonstrate and enforce the material. The program works to reach as many students in the Omaha community as possible each year, as well as utilize student volunteers from all majors and backgrounds at CSM. Currently, the Outreach program houses eight science experiments each, for ages K-2 and 3-6. So far, a total of 2,932 students have been serviced in the Omaha area through the Outreach program as of February of 2025. This includes 1,578 students in grades K-2 and 1,423 students in grades 3-6. In the 2024-2025 school year, a total of 518 students have already been served, 274 in grades K-2 and 244 students in grades 3-6. These results came from the following elementary schools: Mockingbird, Ashland Park Robbins, Blumfield, Anchor Point, Heritage, Castelar, Miller Park, Wildewood, St. James Seton, G. Stanley Hall, and St. Gerald Elementary Schools. We have also done activities with Girls Inc., an afterschool program. New research has shown an 11-12 percent drop in interest in STEM careers, just in the last few years. The program has been found to promote a growing career path, interest in STEM subjects, and a chance to spark new interests in elementary students. The Outreach program allows children to experience projects they can take home and continue researching. CSM student volunteers from all backgrounds give positive feedback on their experiences and enjoy the opportunity to volunteer their time to benefit the community. They have the opportunity to experience how these activities are enjoyed by all the children involved. This project is funded by NASA Nebraska.
