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In south-central Nebraska waterfowl are common migrants, during spring and fall, and some species also breed here. Some landowners along the Platte River would like to modify existing habitat to better serve waterfowl needs. Specifically, this project focuses on a location along the Platte River where waterfowl have been observed. The objectives of this study are to identify current plant species and soil characteristics for this location. We conducted plant surveys and collected soil cores at 30 sites. Plant surveys showed there were 30 different plant species observed. We are currently in the process of analyzing soil cores for root biomass, soil type, soil moisture, pH, and nitrogen. Results from this study will be used to create a habitat management plan that will allow us to recruit more waterfowl to this location. Future goals for this location are to provide food resources and habitat for use by both migratory and breeding waterfowl.
