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[bookmark: _Int_Ktbdhf5I]Defoliation can trigger significant responses in plants. We asked 2 questions in our research project- What extent of defoliation must happen for a significant grass response to occur? And does grass response differ between smooth brome (non-native invasive) and four native grass species used in grassland restoration? We have one cool season non-native invasive- smooth brome, Bromus inermis. Two cool season grass natives were also used- Canada wildrye, Elymus canadenisis and western wheatgrass, Pascopyrum smithii. The warm season grass natives used include big bluestem, Andropogon gerardii and indian grass, Sorghastrum nutans. We subjected 12 individuals of each of the five grass species to one of four levels of defoliation (0% defoliation, 25% defoliation, 50% defoliation, or 75% defoliation).  There were also 12 plants of each species to serve as a baseline for determining the amount of leaf area to remove for each defoliation treatment. After allowing 3-4 weeks for plants to regrow, we will determine the leaf area and biomass of each grass individual. We will present our preliminary results and discuss whether our findings suggest a threshold level of herbivory at which grass growth switches from being able to compensate for loss of leaf area to being unable to recover from herbivory. We will also examine if the non-native grass has a higher threshold than the native species.	Comment by Jayne Jonas-Bratten: I rearranged the order of these sentences.	Comment by Jayne Jonas-Bratten: For the abstract, this sentence could be removed if close on word count.	Comment by Jayne Jonas-Bratten: Feel free to change - I was try to give your hypotheses here in terms of what you expect to find to end (and to get it to at least 200 words).
