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The SEG EVOLVE program, organized by the Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG), provides a highly selective, mentor-guided virtual internship for students to develop critical skills relevant to the energy industry. In 2025, 11 teams from around the world are working on petroleum and geothermal energy exploration projects using both public and proprietary industry data. Four students from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) were selected to participate in this six-month program, which focuses on geothermal prospect evaluation in Cooper Basin, Australia. The project is based on synthesis of geological, geophysical, and petrophysical data, as well as reservoir modeling, to evaluate potential exploration investments. This hands-on experience closely mirrors real-world industry workflows and culminates in a final presentation at the IMAGE Conference in Houston, Texas, in August 2025. The program emphasizes technical proficiency, data integration, and critical problem-solving, while weekly mentor interactions provide industry insights and professional development. Additionally, SEG EVOLVE fosters global collaboration, encouraging knowledge exchange among international student teams in a non-competitive learning environment. Participation in SEG EVOLVE has provided UNL students with a unique opportunity to bridge the gap between academia and industry, offering early-career geoscientists valuable exposure to real-world challenges and decision-making processes. We present our experience and insights, aiming to encourage future participants to participate in this remarkable program.

