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This literature review examines the history of skeletal collections and the experiences, roles, responsibilities, and ethical considerations of professionals tasked with the stewardship of human skeletal collections. This review will explore how professionals navigate preservation, access, and repatriation issues within the historical context of the beginnings of skeletal collections (Blakey 2021). While many professionals emphasize the educational and research value of skeletal collections, they also face increasing demands for decolonization and repatriation under laws such as NAGPRA (Nash and Colwell 2020). Stewards also face ethical concerns regarding non-donated skeletal collections, for which clear legal and institutional guidelines remain lacking (Agarwal 2024). This review will contextualize these challenges within broader ethical, legal, and historical discussions. By examining both professional perspectives and existing scholarship, the study aims to reveal how personal and professional ethics shape decisions regarding skeletal remains, particularly in cases where provenance is uncertain (Colwell and Nash 2015). This study will contribute to ongoing discussions about the future of human remains in research and public institutions and ethical best practices in osteological education.
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