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It is agreed upon by many that the act of collecting is a behavior in humans that is far from modern. It is an action that has been documented numerous times throughout history, both on small, individualistic and large, corporational scales. Common knowledge around collecting is primarily focused on the ideas of museums and personal accumulations. As maintained by the European Museums Network, the oldest known museum was built in 530 B.C,—nearly 2,555 years ago—and was devoted to Mesopotamian antiques ("The Worlds Oldest Museums", n.d.). This isn’t to say that the interest in collecting started then, as many claim that the urge to collect stems from evolutionary impulses and it is theorized by these groups that collecting has been a habit since early humanity (Dillon, 2019). Others who have researched this topic hold the belief that collecting originates from intrinsic motivations such as simple, aesthetic purposes or psychological reasons, examples including adolescent deprivation or insecurity (Tanselle, 1998). Another theory behind collecting motivations explores possible social connections, as it has been studied and found that the majority of people begin their collections based on familial influences (Jorgensen et al., 2023). This literature review will investigate the relationships between collecting and anthropology and will use secondary research in an attempt to identify and answer the motivating factors behind why people collect, and the sub-question of how their collections began.
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