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This paper focuses on the research of material culture recovered from archaeological
excavations on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus, with an emphasis on ceramics discarded at the turn of the 19th century. By analyzing household goods such as whiteware and ironstone ceramics alongside historical records, this research investigates how consumer tastes, societal norms, and cultural trends are captured in the collection of materials. The expansion of Lincoln from a small town into a rapidly growing state capital was fueled by railroad access, bringing manufactured goods and new consumer opportunities to the region. The discarded household ceramics found in historic wells and cisterns offer valuable insight into these evolving consumer habits. Through documentation, analysis, and the creation of a public digital exhibit using Omeka S, this project highlights how material culture reflects broader economic and social changes. Special attention is given to the neighborhood predating the Ross Film Theater, where archaeological evidence from residential and commercial spaces illustrates the relationship between the expanding university, urbanization, and consumerism. This project not only fosters skill development in digital curation and historical research but also deepens public understanding of Lincoln’s material history and the broader impact of consumer culture in shaping everyday life.
