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[bookmark: _GoBack]Ticks are vectors for various pathogens, posing significant public health risks and increasing tickborne disease risk. Outdoor workers are at a heightened risk of exposure to ticks and tickborne diseases. Additionally, tickborne diseases can impact livestock, including bison, vital to indigenous communities. The InterTribal Buffalo Council, in collaboration with the Central States Center for Agricultural Safety and Health, holds a yearly Bison Worker Safety & Herd Health Roundtable. Participants, including herd managers and indigenous leaders, were presented with educational material regarding tickborne diseases in conjunction with Tick Tag Go hosted at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Core areas that we aimed to address included tick identification, prevention, and tickborne diseases. We also aimed to gauge the participants' knowledge base and perceptions regarding tickborne diseases by asking questions throughout the presentation. Immediately following the presentation, a questionnaire was administered to 1) gauge the perceived impact of the educational material, 2) understand how behaviors regarding tickborne diseases may change following the presentation, and 3) identify areas of improvement for future educational outreach events. Overall, the presentation was well received by participants. Following the presentation, participants agreed that the presentation provided new knowledge of ticks and tickborne diseases (96.3%).  A majority of respondents stated they were more likely to implement tick-preventative practices (70.4%) and felt confident in where to identify ticks on their bodies (81.5%). A majority of participants stated that the materials were relevant to their needs (74.1%). A large portion of participants (44.4%) also stated that additional educational materials in their respective communities would be of use. This study is unique as, to our knowledge, previous working groups have yet to report prior knowledge or education of tickborne diseases amongst Indigenous communities. This is despite an increasing trend of tickborne diseases in this community. Our findings support a continuing need to educate and empower Indigenous communities, especially fieldworkers, regarding tickborne diseases.


