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Western Expansion attracted a diverse array of people, yet much of the literature on the Oregon Trail tends to focus primarily on European settlers and their encroachment on Native American lands (Historic Oregon City, 2019). This project aims to provide a more inclusive perspective by examining the often-overlooked experiences of marginalized groups. Using qualitative methods, the research gathers migration narratives across Nebraska—primarily through primary source diaries—to explore the broader patterns of westward migration. The central research question asks: What do these narratives reveal about migration through Nebraska, and how did different ethnic groups interact with one another? This inquiry is part of a larger mixed-methods research project in anthropology and history, which examines the relationships between Indigenous peoples, minority groups, and settlers along the Oregon Trail, particularly within the context of the Homestead Act (United States Congress, 1862). It considers both the positive and negative aspects of these encounters, specifically focusing on how African Americans, Chinese immigrants, and other marginalized communities engaged with settlers and each other (Lang, n.d.). By analyzing these dynamics, the project seeks to offer a more nuanced understanding of the cultural, social, economic, and political impacts of westward expansion on diverse communities during this pivotal period in American history.
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